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cultural labourers also, who drag on a miserable
existence in India, when transported as coolies to
Trinidad and British Guiana, speedily save money,,
and in many instances become well-to-do people.
The impression that they are bad and wasteful
cultivators is one which dies away, I find, in propor-
tion to the amount of attention the observer has
devoted to the matter. They cannot save, cannot
accumulate, cannot improve, because the taxation,
and the way in which the taxation is levied and
spent, ruin them.

There is not a country in the world which, after
twenty years of peaceful, orderly, and well-inten-
tioned rule, could present so little to show for it in
the way of increased well-being as India in 1878.
Its total sea-borne trade, even including that which
is carried on between the Indian ports, was utterly
insignificant for so vast a population, although
^"150,000,000 at least had been spent in improving
communications during those twenty years. What
is needed, therefore, are not mere dictatorial opinions
by high-placed officials as to the wealth and con-
tentment of the provinces which they administer,
but undoubted facts which shall outweigh the terrible
evidence of increasing famine to the contrary. At
present no such facts are forthcoming.

I now come once more to the question of the
public works. It is at least remarkable that Mr.
John Morley, who must be looked upon as the
principal official champion, does not touch my argu-
ment on this head at all. I may take it for granted,
therefore, that up to the present time the public
works, especially the railways, have represented a